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but the Tartar baker who kept a shop nearby was already up a
was building the fire in his oven by the light of a lamp. He w<
inside and engaged the baker in conversation while waiting :
the gate to open. Pointing in the direction whence he had just cor
he asked, "Who lives in the house around the bend to the east
The baker answered, "It is only a deserted yard; there is no c
living there." "But I have just come from there and saw signs tl
it is occupied," Cheng insisted, whereupon the baker seemed to
struck with a thought and said, "Ah, I know now. There is a i
in there that has been bewitching men. She has been seen thi
times recently. Do you happen to have met her?" Cheng blush
and evaded with a "no." He went back to look at the place a
found the mud wall and carriage gate as before but when he peep
in he saw nothing but wild bramble and grass and occasioi
patches that still showed signs of former cultivation.
When he returned home, his friend Yin took him to task i
not having kept his engagement. Cheng made up an excuse b
said nothing to him of his extraordinary encounter. He could n<
however, forget Jenshih, for he was enamored of her beauty a:
longed to see her again in spite of his present knowledge.
Then some ten days kter Cheng suddenly came upon her in
dress shop in the West Market district that he happened to go irn
She was accompanied by the same maid whom he had met. Che]
called to her, but Jenshih avoided him by stepping into a near-!
crowd. Cheng kept on calling to her and following her. Only th<
did she stand still and said with her face averted and conceal'
behind a fan, "Since you know me for what I am, why do y<
seek me still?" Cheng answered, "What harm is there, even thou|
1 know?" "I am ashamed," she said, "and find it hard to fa
you.** "But how could you bear to abandon me, since I long ;
much for you?" Cheng said. "How dare I avoid you?" she sai<
"k is only that I feared that I would revolt you." Cheng swore h
love and became all the more insistent. Thereupon Jenshih turnc
to face him with her fan drawn aside and showed herself to be ;
beautiful as ever. "There are many women just as desirable as m
self," she said to Cheng. "You have not met them, that's all. E